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Maureen Cahill 
Willy Willy 
1998 
suspended glass installation Parliament House, Canberra 
laminated and slumped glass with stainless steel 
each panel 100 cm, 12 x 8 x 8 m display 
 
At the time of this interview Maureen Cahill was owner and director of the Glass Artists 
Gallery 
 
What conversations should the glass community be having? 
 
Everything now is couched in political correctness and it has really changed art 
making.  Political correctness – where you can’t make bold statements that are out 
there and in your face.  A lot of work has been moulded and watered down because of 
that and work is not as strong as it was.  It has been sanitised.   
 
People may say the Ranamok prize is boring, but regardless of who judges it, it can 
only be selected from the work that is entered.  As an observer who is there (I don’t 
judge) I see the works that come in and the very people who say it’s boring sometimes 
are the ones making it boring. 
 
People are self-censoring? 
 
Yes and they are not being objective and self-critical enough in context with the rest of 
the world.  They are not in tune with the rest of the world.  They are not ‘gutsy’ enough 
to say what they think in their work. 
 
I think it is conservatism with a big ‘C’.  There are conservative attitudes, rather than 
broader attitudes that might question.  I’m thinking of when I went to art school in the 
seventies and eighties, moratoriums and all that stuff – dynamic and stronger with 
more of a voice in the work coming from a particular viewpoint – taking a stand. 
 
I think now people don’t know how to use glass as a term of reference for their ideas, 
regardless of how it is fabricated.  At some schools the object is refined, at other 
schools it is conceptual, but where is the uniqueness of the person’s interpretation?  
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It’s ‘so and so’ is more conceptual, or deals with the ‘refinement’ of the object – but 
where is it that unique person – the personal voice? 


